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SUB J : CONVERSATION WITH RABBI ARTHUR HERZBERG 


1 . RABBI ARTHUR HERZBERG, WHO WAS HERE TO ATTEND THE WORLD 
ZIONIST CONGRESS AND HAS BEEN HAVING A NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS 
WITH VARIOUS ISRAELI OFFICIALS, PASSED ON THE FOLLOWING TO ME 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE. HERZBERG EMPHASIZED THE SENSITIVITY 

OF HIS DOING SO, AND WE MUST SCRUPULOUSLY PROTECT HIM. 

2. IN A CONVERSATION WITH HAIM LANDAU. MINISTER WITHOUT 
PORTFOLIO AND BEGIN INTIMATE, THE LATTER SAID THAT THE GOI, 

WAS EXPECTING THE USG TO PUT FORWARD A PROPOSED TEXT OF THE 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES INCORPORATING PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ASWAN LANGUAGE AND WAS ASSUMING THAT THE USG WOULD LEAK 
THIS AT SOME POINT. HE (LANDAU) WOULD BE PRECEDING BEGIN TO 
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THE UNITED STATES TO LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR TAKING THE 
USG ON, BASING THE ISRAELI CASE ON THE ARGUMENT THAT THERE 
WAS NO VALID ARAB CLAIM TO SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WEST BANK AND 
GAZA. HAIM QUOTED LANDAU AS SAYING ISRAEL WAS PREPARED "TO 
FACE THE MUSIC" AND HAVE A SHOWDOWN WITH US ON THIS ISSUE." 


3. HERZBERG ALSO SAID THAT PRESIDENT KATZIR HAD TOLD HIM HE 
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DID NOT EXPECT BEGIN TO BEND ON THIS ISSUE AND THAT THIS 
COULD LEAD TO CABINET CHANGES. 

4. HERZBERG SAID HE HAD MET WITH GROUP OF SENIOR OFFICERS 
FROM THE MILITARY STAFF COLLEGE AND HAD PROBED HARD TO FIND 
OUT THEIR JUDGMENT ABOUT WHAT ISRAEL'S MINIMUM REQUIRE- 
MENTS WOULD BE FROM A SECURITY POINT OF VIEW ON THE WEST BANK. 

THE CONSENSUS OF THAT GROUP WAS THAT ISRAELI SECURITY CONCERNS 
COULD BE SATISFYING IF WEST BANK WERE DEMILITARIZED WITH JORDANIAN 
FORCES PERFORMING POLICE FUNCTION AND ISRAEL RETAINING A FEW 
SOPHISTICATED WATCH STATIONS ON THE HILLS IN THE WEST BANK. 

IT WOULD HAVE TO BE AGREED THAT THE WATCH STATIONS WERE THERE 
WITHOUT ANY TIME LIMIT OR, TO SAVE ARAB FACE, UNTIL "FULL 
PEACE" HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED. THE PRIMARY CONCERN OF THIS GROUP 
OF MILITARY OFFICERS, HERZBERG SAID, WAS TO BE IN A POSITION 
TO DETECT THREATS OF MAJOR MILITARY ACTION. THEY RECOGNIZED 
THIS WAS NOT A SAFEGUARD AGAINST TERRORIST ACTIVITY BUT INDICATED 
THEY COULD LIVE WITH SUCH "PIN PRICKS." 

5. HERZBERG GAVE AS HIS PERSONAL JUDGMENT THAT BEGIN CANNOT 
SHOW SUFFICIENT FLEXIBILITY ON WEST BANK ISSUES TO MAKE PEACE 
SETTLEMENT POSSIBLE THAT, IF HE CONTINUES IN OFFICE, THERE 
WILL BE MAJOR US-ISRAELI CONFRONTATION. HERZBERG SAID THAT 
AS BOTH AN AMERICAN JEW AND A STAUNCH SUPPORTER OF ISRAEL, 

SUCH A CONFRONTATION WITH THE REPERCUSSIONS IT WOULD HAVE 
ON THE FABRIC OF AMERICAN SOCIETY WAS HIS GREATEST FEAR. 
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HIS URGENT PTE A WAS THAT THE USG MANAGE ITS DEALINGS WITH 
BEGIN SO AS NOT TO "BRUTALIZE HIM," WHICH WOULD ONLY CONSOLIDATE 
SUPPORT FOR BEGIN IN ISRAEL; THE USG MUST FIND WAYS TO GO THE 
EXTRA MILE IN ORDER THAT IT WILL BE SEEN AS THE REASONABLE 
PARTY. 
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